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Project Oscar — Light for Life 

Nigeria's First National Neonatal Jaundice Screening and Treatment Programme   

Launched December 2024 

 

9,718 

Newborns screened 

 

97.1% 

Treatment rate 

 

0 

Cases of 
kernicterus 

 

342 

HCWs trained 

 

40,038 
Mothers reached  

 

What is Neonatal Jaundice? 

Neonatal jaundice (NNJ) yellowing of the skin caused by 
elevated bilirubin affects up to 60% of term newborns 
and 80% of preterm infants. When left untreated, it 
progresses to kernicterus: permanent brain damage 
causing cerebral palsy, deafness, and death. Nigeria has 
an estimated 871,000 preterm births annually, yet most 
facilities lack the equipment to detect or treat jaundice. 

 

The Project Oscar Model 

› Equip: hospital-grade transcutaneous and BiliDx 
bilirubinometers + phototherapy units deployed to 
facilities. 

› Train: healthcare workers trained in NNJ 
identification, scoring, and treatment decision 
protocols. 

› Screen: systematic newborn screening using 
validated tools at birth and follow-up visits. 

› Treat: timely phototherapy initiated for elevated 
bilirubin; exchange transfusion pathway available. 

› Educate: community awareness campaigns to dispel 
myths (e.g., sun exposure is not a treatment). 

› Advocate: national policy advocacy to institutionalise 
NNJ screening in essential newborn care package. 

2026 Results 

› 9,718 newborns screened across participating 
facilities. 

› 1,049 (10.7%) identified with elevated bilirubin 
requiring intervention. 

› 97.1% of elevated-bilirubin cases received timely 
phototherapy treatment. 

› Zero cases of kernicterus recorded among screened 
infants. 

› 40,038 Mothers reached with mamacare NNJ class. 

› 18 phototherapy units, 18 bilirubinometers deployed; 
342 HCWs trained. 

 
Why This Matters — Nigeria's NNJ Burden 

Nigeria has approximately 871,000 preterm births annually 
one of the highest globally. Before Project Oscar, most 
Nigerian hospitals lacked the equipment and training to 
detect elevated bilirubin. The result: preventable brain 
damage and death in newborns who could have been saved 
with a 15-minute phototherapy session. Project Oscar is 
closing this gap one screening at a time. 

 

National Launch — 3 December 2024 

Project Oscar was launched nationally on International Day 
of Persons with Disabilities a deliberate choice that 
connects the programme's mission (preventing disability) to 
its observance. The launch event united federal and state 
health officials, development partners, and frontline health 
workers behind a shared goal: zero kernicterus in Nigeria. 

 

The Scale-Up Vision 

› Expand to all 36 states and FCT. 

› Institutionalise NNJ screening in national essential 
newborn care protocols. 

› Train every frontline health worker in basic NNJ 
identification. 

› Work with WHO and NEST360 to establish Nigeria as a 
model for LMIC NNJ elimination. 

 

Quote 

"Every baby deserves to see clearly, think freely, and live 

fully. Project Oscar gives them that chance." 

 

 

Partners: Reckitt · NEST360 · Solina Health / SCIDaR · Lagos State Government · Project Oscar UK (Oscar Anderson MBE) · 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

 


